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Pfc Michael Riley, 20, sacramento, driver, C co. 4-70 Armor battalion

Spec Shannon Boldman, 22, Peebles, CH, gunner, C co. 1-35 Armor
battalion

Sgt. Jeffrey Reamer, 34, Arlington, VA, loader/navigator, HHC 1-35

Sgt. Anthony Widner, 28, Newville, Ala, gunner, C co 1~35

g’s: for Reamer:
friendly arty to front, enemy to rear?

Soldiers’ account of Medina Ridge, VII Corps biggest battle.
Battle of Medina Ridge

Re: We had an mlrs prep of that area at dawn, and then moved out
and took us until 10:00 or 10:30 to get there

B: we stopped at the 00 grid line. the division was on line at 00
line , we stopped there, at chwo, did a little maintenance, they waid
be ready to roll out at 13:00, then about 11:30 they said mount up
and move out.

Ri: The first contact was charlie company went over on the right
flank about 6 a.m.. we were sitting doing maintenance and somebody
saw a truck comig over the ridge...we had a truck full of EPWs start
advancing on our flank. they surrendered and they had one of those
death squad majors in there, and the whole idea was they were trying
to suck us into a kill sack, which they had...so we ended up
actioning into a bunch of armored infantry on the left flank, running
out there, shooting up about 4 tanks, and they started dropplnq
artillery all over us and we went into reverse because we didn’t know
where 2nd ACR was and we didn’t want to run out in front of them and
get shot by our own tanks. so we retreated back over a ridge line and
we sat there while they hit them with 155’s and some f-16s came up
and hit themn.

40
Medina Ridge: (see diagram for this) 0600 incident: we had moved all
night, we were doing maintenance and refuleing, we got the order to
move back, then we got in line on column, 56 tanks, and we stayed on
line (on the left flank, screening, 56 tanks in a duck row screening
to the left, driving ahead, gun tubes to the left)..other units were
stopped. we_did this because they didn’t know where the cover
regiment ACR was over on left).. so the truck came with a major
and an aidef"one platoon went out, then a truck came and we took the
prisoners, and someone saw 4-5 tanks on the horizon. So D co and 1st
platoon of C co, actioned into the tanks and assaulted. they engaged
and destroyed all the tanks, then they started taking some Sagger,
small arms, ATM missiles., So the CO actioned the rest of C co, out
here, we stopped about 1,000 meters away from the burning tanks and
fired at the infantry, they had a lot of infantry out there. At that
time we started receiveing mortar fire. Off on the left flank, we
started receiving heavy artillery, just D and C Co of 4=70th. we
didn;t know where the .2Ad acr was, were afraid we’d end up in front
of&ﬁﬁa ACr and they’s shoot us, so they said halt here, but (Iraqi)
arﬁillery was dropping, so they said fall back to other side of the

‘ -- MORE --
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! Ri: after the war my back and knees hurt for a month. it was like
being real old.

W: I cheated and put tennis shoes ofver my wet weather boots for 3-
4 days because my feet were so sore.

Re: But once we started shooting, Fatigue just went right out the
window. You were awake. we had stayed up 96 hours, but we were awake.

Re: You know you got no CAS because they were using holes in teh
sky. we had no CAS for al the rain. we had F-16’s and A~10s standing
by, and they couldn’t come in

We had 4 apaches, but they more or less got in the way because
they flwe down through the engagement area.

Other one saw some A~10s shooting up something, on the Madina
ridge,, ALO told Reamer the A-10s were held back.

6-7 Apaches came behign us, other says he had 8 behind them. Re:
they come from our right. we had very little control over the Apaches
for some reason. they just went out and went nuts. Our whole division
assets of apaches, they let no one know where they were flying. We
had no idea where they were coing from or when they were coming, next
thing we know we got four in the imapact area there, and people are
calling in spot reports on them.

B: I picked them up in the TIS and couldn’t tell what the were, I
kept switching back from TIS to daylight, In daylight it was so hazy
you coun;t tell what they were. I heard one person call in thinking
they were enemy aircraft. Ri: we almost shot one thinking he was a
Hind.

Re: that was a problem. If you’ve got a unit outside you’re unit,
it’s hard to rais them on the radio. and at a critical time, you
don‘t need Apaches going in and stoppign your whole movement--or
droppitng a few of them out of the sky. AlThought They didn’t ming
shooting 8 of our Mls. It happened on several occasions, 1-1 Cav,
etc. Apparently they were shooting the Hellfire missile. They were
jsut letting it go and it was picking up heat sources, the M1 is fhe

_hottest thing out there. They shot 8 during the whole war. Only one
 was_a_catastrophic kKill } because the Halon fire sensors didn’t work.

__Lost some tanks. towing tanks , hdoked up >d up the rear of an Mzl to
_Egghggggy of tn M-1, but the heat of an M-1 caught the next one on
flre Butrned both tanks up,rone of ours and one was B Co. But no

Serlous 1njufle§7*— e

tton, hge’s . q01ng into a major battle and they ran out fo fuel.
¢ Exactly” the same “£Hing that happenea*ﬁb us., They came by ‘on_ OUY
Tast reruel and gave the tatiks 75 gallons and that Was 1t.. (B We got

qf*was trying to glve him MR

Sf'aﬁ AR=47 that I had...Re? the first

JVbacR to “og'iasé “ECho_an
"moving so fasti”

TR s

LOST:
—-=- MORE --

[7r0U_gallons, and I was trying £o bribe the guy to get more fuel. (Riy—

thing that came to mind was, we’re re-living Patton here T
(A day later we got quggg%&:hey ran out and had to go all the way |
' d“ge B
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Lt. Col Thomas J. Strauss, 45, Cleveland, 1st AD G-3, ph. 098 1 1
4077, will be at Carlisle on 23 July.

Lt. Col Keith Alexander, ...1st AD G-2, I‘m going to be gone after 10
July to Augsberg taking a battalion command, 204th MI battalion,
INSCOM,

{ —
Iragis never had an intell capability so they could move west.
259 km in length of our sector, width was 18-33 kms.

he had elements of the special forces, one brigade, at the Talil air
base, don’t know where otehr 2 brigades were.

roads. they built a series of roads, continuation of.the IPSA.
pipeline road. we started a mine clearing ops down here. also a road
along the border, another parallel with that one.

| you got basra, you got the wadi al batin and a road that goes right
lup it. only a few avenues of approach. the terrain is like barren )
pool table, but you only need the roads™if vou can’t navigate. 1lst
fland 3rd M&cH armor were on the roads, elements of 6Lh an&"ﬁ%ﬁ‘on
other road, elements of 17 and 52 on other, along ipsa were RG, along
highway 8 were 3 infantry divisions. so all your mobile dlvisions
‘were _on roads. So one of the conclusions we came toftwo wee.

So one of the conclusions we came toftwo weeks prior |
groun-?was was that he was! oad—Bdﬁﬁd The way he was

:-e'éhafﬁg thelroads networks becat e beliéved to get to Basra .. |
1 aveto go through this of Ehls or thig¥ road network. That gave

R N T

you ' o fial
us a lot more confidence. e N

The RG wanted to fight. And the infantry, the RG infantry ’s
artillery wanted to fight. most of the artillery came from them, the
Adnan. Going from wadi, 27th and 20th were his two best, and the
47th, and the 26th was one of his poorest. from 1magery, we saw they
were not postured for for the fight

;La_&haﬁl;mflghx that gave some credence that he couldn’t navigate.

It appeared that he came our from his own barriers, got disoriented,

and didn’t have the nav aids to get back and he got hung up in his

"fown minefields. that confireme our suspicious that he couldn’t

-f\navigate. unit that came out through Burdan, and when they tried to

go back through their lane they were off. then they pasued there and ,

that pause caused them to get beat up more. ;
lus or a sp0111ng_attack it’s mass, and he didn’t mass his

Unlts right, he sent them in pieceméal. Eﬁa“wheﬁ”§3ﬁuggﬁﬁgizlthe SEE\(

L

'Whey get drubbed, it’s got to have an ef‘fecmojm

IS units.
*”Ltméff§ﬁ§§"_ﬁent with CG to see Schwarz on Feb 9, and we got op

overview from AF. talking to the AF CAS brigadier, he said they had |

i so many A-10s on the scene at Khafji it was a feedihg frenzy, I had

'alrplanes stacked up and had to send Some home.

we had 34 trainiing days on average, but it was tense and 24-hours a

day and we rehearsed the whle battle. we were still 1 closing forces
—— MCRE --
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from the day the air war started. we were still training the 23rd of
February.

¢ How does AF recognize our vehicles at these high altitudes, higher

'5 an Europer ri gnatures, panel markers. we finally
ended up puttlng an orange panel on every vehicle. in fact, we never
let the AF make any air strikes closer than 5 kms from our soldiers.
also, strobe light that is part of miles device, Multiple Integrated
Laser System, a blinking strobe light for the klll we wrapped tape
raround it so you couldn’t see it from the side. only friendly forces
had that. every bradley and every M-1 had that on turret.

Q The interesting thing was that the 3rd corps _in § Kuwalt was his best

" non-Rg corps and the S5th mech was oné Of His better ROR-RG divisions.
he got bollixed up. he wasn’t sending fodder down the road. The
saudis and Qatar, it was good for them because from their perspective
this guy was no longer 10 feet tall.

tRommel with his entire pnzer army stretched out 40 miles. Us, hot
‘even in a é“luﬁn we went"BUgto 80 kms in dept this is formation,
{how we fought the battle. our mission was alggz§7make contact with
I the smallest force possible. we had in effect 5 tank- —~heavy battalions
plus two mech Brigades plus two more attack heloemﬁfiqadés plus 5
tube arty battns and atacms, very impressive missile. and ineffect
had an MLRS battalion.

J THe irazis fired five battalion missions against hte 1st AD, and we
counterfired. they only got to fire each one one time. they were very
poor at adjusting fire. no observers, or what? only one arty caught
our Cav TOC.

should get{J—starslphotos that summarize phases ofthe battle , esp.
one on the J6th Fhat shows you where each unit is and where all the
Bad quys are. shows you first armored, 3rd armored, all on a line the
niﬁﬁtﬁ§f;§g§ﬁgétgé T T

we moved about 3 times faster than anyone has moved in the past,
‘including Israelis. you have to go back to Civil War cavalry for~ “the L
T8peed and momentum of what we dld e :

Map. circles are aerial kill zones that we pre-programmed based on
where intell said these are his major concentrations of forces or, at
least, his defensive installations or fighting positions. they were
pre#prog;ammedmfor artillery and our helos knew it and air strikes
"knew it. And also road junctions were key. Here’s phase line smash, a
corps phase line, it’s a real road. we drew phase lines every 10
kilometers in the sand. becauge we had GPS and LOran, at least every
platoon leader and bradley had LORAN and had a budzzZer that went off
crossed the phase Iine. wekggéﬁffE”“Tﬁﬁes because we wanted
0 keep the AF 1n thewfﬁggtxaﬁa_we wanted to Lo keep the AF 10 km ahead
f"f”ﬁg we planned when the AF to plan a mission at Al Bussayeh, I

weathered out, but .. for First 41 hours of ‘battile, 144 kllometeré“ﬁp'““

Qﬁ~———ﬁw—ﬂt‘“‘““” == TMQRE == T T T
T ’-—————-—-—‘”“"”_"—_’J
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to here, we had est take 18hours of movement to get here and 1t took
us 14 hours. we moved faster than we thought. we were stopped a
couple of times by corps commander, 3rd ACR was slowed down and wergﬁL\
trying to keep his fist massed. — ' 0
two major engagements:
26th and Al bussayah
RG: tawakalna mech, adnan infantry, Medina fight

Concerns: 2nd ACR was moving in front of us and 3rd AD, but had to
refuel and slide away from us. decided to let the ACR slide during
hours of darkness and the next day we could move faster.
o first phase, three major battles... on the 25 and 26 against the
# 26th division. brigade fight with 3rd brigade in the 8ast,
) simultaneuuouly 3rd AD smaller fight on our flank, our lst brig fight
# again with pieces of hte 26th in the east corner, then the morning of
.5 the 26th we atack with two brigades abreast, our 2nd brig to west and

> .7 1st brig on east to sweep through Al Busayah. intell: we have no_
division sensors for that, so we depend on theater and national.
here’s the imagery that we actually got. this is al busayah....this

is the border berm, you can see how there’s no problem, no trenchlng,
and engineers cut 250 holes thru berm in 8 hours. this pic here shows
a couple of NAIs , 11 and 13 on the west side, you can see how their
trenchline and defenses are circular...see their trenchs and road
networks...here’s a pic showing a trench an M1 just ran
over...trenches were varied, some 4 feet, almost not deep enough to
be of use...
r from the imagery it looks like an awful lot, but when we went thru
and started“coﬁhtrng up—the Veaches’, t E9E_gggy_;rugks_hera+wetcf_me
counted all the trucks and gaid that don’t make the two battalions or
" brigades they’re putting there...so in doing that it gave us a go
feellm_“f‘fﬂﬁﬁgE we woudl righto— T ' |

80 at, we made plastic overlays of troop concentration in
each area. every obstacle and road and revetment we could find we put
on the overlays. we did this in 1:50 and 1:100,000. the bottom line
is that for each of the areas our guys would go thru we had it on
maps and our Jrigade commanders would have pictures of it. added a
piece of information, list of all the vehicles at an area and their
coordinates. we gave them every vehicle location that we had prior to
crossing.

was done at the division level. the problem is getting the
imagery. something the army needs to do more of at divisn level. the
problem is geting the imagery and reading it out. can say there’s
proably a couple of companies there, if you’ve got someone saying at
division level for the G-3 and the commanders, saying here’s how I
did it. see, he’s got four trucks here, and her’s how their lined
up...and I thnk for this part of segment we got credit for almost 100
percent perfect intell. now they didn’t move that much and these maps
wen’t all the way down to platoon level. everyplatoon leader had his
choice of 1:50,000 or 1:100,000.

to get the imagery, keith had our one analyst and one of the
majors down and we got it (gathered?) with the;ER_LnLQ$gp flying
recon plane) or whatever, it’s not important, an aerial platform

-— MORE --
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would come back over and take pictures. I mean the plane was coming
back anyway. Keith: we did about weekly, we made trips to Rivyadh to
get imagery. we went the 24th, the 2nd, the 10th, and our last trip
was 22 feb, we had two efforts going, we had two folks at Riyadh and
I was at another site getting imagery. we were getting it from
ARCENT, from the joint imagery production center, which is actually
the joint center that provides imagery. the corps urged us to to that
and we gave copies of our laydowns to 3rd ACR and 2nd ACR and 3rd AD.
I11 tell you that the ARCENT G-2 and 515 MI brigade facilitated it ~
with transpo for us. imagery from aircraft? (he says from U-2).

' pics he gives us are from glhggggzﬁh but actually a crossrocads to ;
south. corps level logistics site. overprinted map was made by '
keith’s terrain team. put that map with event matrix that named areas
of interest., the batt cdrs had this and we wargamed it step by step.
we had a model we built on the ground ..we produced this about the
21st of feb.

keith: this whole process is called intell prep of battlefield.the
army has worked this since 1976. analyzes enemy, terrain, m1551on,
time, brings them all together to produce this decision support Tt
“template. it puts the G-2, G-3, CG all on the same sheet of music.
from the intell perpective it helps me because I understand the
operatlonal construct and I can tell them, ok, then this is what
you’re looking for.L; will tell you the hardest thing is given the
informaton you’ve got coming is to acurately assess what you’reé |
¢ing. you willgetThumerous assessments becailse there are many
ifferent snapshots intime boun01ng around. what it finally came down
to is the CG saying, OK, we’re goin to take the one he says and
T 5 Lt. somg_gg_ggg_ﬂgxgg_ggzg_gﬁ my life were the week before
Si-we-got three different assessments of what’s going on from ————f—

ARCENT, DIA, &tc. Now each Unit focusses on progre551vely_§ﬁéile}
areas, SO We are very good at our area, here. So what we we’re
(getting is, ‘There’s a brxigade there.’ ARCENT, the lowest level they
lock at is a battalion. So if they see four vehicles, they don’t want
to say there’s a piece out there, so they say, ‘Let’s count that as a
battalion.’ But for us, if you start taking each four pieces and
count it as a battalion, you now have a significant division lines up
in front of you to plow through. that sig division if you deploy our
division on line, costs_time. And so the CG in this decision support
template wants to know can I swing around to the left, will there be
forces here, how long will it take me, do I need to commit two
brigades, can one stop and pass one through. he needs to know how
long and how much combat power will be tied up in each of these
fights.
example: look at these fighting positions, this area around al
bussayah, 7th corps logistics bases here, hundreds of thousands of
tons of ammo. pics are of part of the complex. he’s got to secure
this major crossroads since highway 8 is now closed to him. you take
a picture on the 24th of Jan from one source and it shows 48 trucks
here. you take anohter pass on the 6th of Feb by a different agency
and maybe there’s only 12 trucks here. but you’ve still go t the one
that says 48, so when you get the analysis from that one guy, he says
holy cow.

-- MORE --
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tom: cause we had 15 tanks moving around the battlefield. First in
al bussayah, then they’d move over here, then move back and forth.
they were outposting the major crossroads. so depending on when you
get a picture and what agency gives it to you, unless that agency
goes back...at the higher levels maybe they’re only looking at
battalions and larger, so they suddenly say say—yQu’‘ve got a
battalion of T-55’s down there. And all you had basically was a
reinforced CompanytHAT WdZ moving back and forth. But if you take
the pictures at different times (it looks like more).

keith: and I think the analysts at Corps and ARCENT, are looking
at, Corps is looking at this much (big picture) and that analyst
spends a few seconds on each. while our guys focus on right down to
where the targts on and I would spend hours on that one.piege (pic)

counting each vehicls. what they would do, if you have imagery, the

way it works now is, you ask the analyst what do you see at that
point and the analyst looks around that point. So let’s say you pick
that point and he says two trucks and over here’s a tank company, if
he’s in a hurry to answere 50 requests he’s not going to see it. so
what you really want is someocne like me who knows the intent of the
commander. he says I‘'m coming through that point and I want to knwo
what’s all around it....

What we did was line up the imagery and say you want to take your
division right up this road here...we said go from here and bring the
imagery all the way up and look through everything and point it out
and we’ll look at it and then we’ll hold each of these into frames,
then we’ll bring the CG and cdrs in and they’ll look at it and come
up with their assessments.

Corps and division, bagk when we were in the TAA, our sensors
were not where you could intercept. so we were relying on ARCENT and
‘DIA Sénsors anyway. we would gét imagery...corps’ major focus for
intell collection was the main effort and the main focus was the
breach. so 90 percent of your intell sources from Corps were focussed
on the breach. that means you’ve got 10 percent left for a guick wash
of the rest of the area. now in our area the brach was not a problem,
we showed you that. but now we‘ve got the preoblem, you want us to be
up here in this time...(need to know) can it support two divisions
abreast? So we are really reinforcing the corps. So on the 22nd, we
went back to ARCENT -and they took our assessment (we’re getting it
declass and you can have a copy) and they belived us and put it out
as the assessment. so each divison is the expert in its own area.

We also shared intell with others, with 3rd ACR for instance on
our flank.
they had our graphics, we had theirs.

e

/Keith: we tracked every mech armor force taht could impact us. we had {
a location like the hawkeye, and we had the latest dte they were at

taht location.this is the medina locations that we used actually to
target the medina. we did that for each unit, for example the 12th,

Hammurabi, all were kept in a series of files with their locations. (

we did not agree with everybody. for the most part, the disagreements

we had were how much was there and what would be the impact on our
-— MORE --
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nailed down as good as ever. coming into Med and HAMM this is what we
had, this is one set, that kept running where he was located at those
times. as you get furhter back into the RG area the assessments we
had correlated about 90 percent with ARCENT and Corps. the reason it
was much higher was it got back into the top priority again. we
disagreed a little on locations. we had some of them a little more
north and west, and they turned out to be a little more north and
west than that.

Wmovement. finall on 22 and 23 of february we propbably had it

People: Our staff was planning while the div was training. working
teh imagery in the TOC i had 2 soldiers, plus I got 4 from Seth to
help, total 6; terrain team handed out maps and did overlays; the
guys who Kept the data bases were about 20 guys all ToId; and we had
an element working special security comms, one that works collection
and dissemination, plus special support sectin of computers, etc.

.our rec is that they put the imagery exploitation capability back
in the division. normally a div doesn’t do this, it was ad hoc...

o e T

Getting imagery: delay?: You can do spot imagery. and can pass that
around. one of the things they did very well is they got something
called the forcecom automated intell support system that allowed us
to receive some of it, to get some of that and pass 1t around. That
gives you a little spot, so if you pick the correct spot, OK. Often
you needed something much larger. The wide area coverage is what you
needd in your planning, and once you knew where the enemy is, then
you can go to your narrow. Wide area stuff is more valuable, but is
more difficult to pass, so you have to go to them to get it. WE had
the time to do that, in this case; that luxury paid off in getting
near perfect intell. The initial projections going to al busayah were
10 percent casualties. WE came up the first time and said we can cut
that back, and were beating that around, and finally thought very few
casualtles. that initial projections was 30 days previous. —

when we wargamed it we had one we called the robust threat. (it goes
back to, those 15 tanks that were actually there became a tank
battalion plus) we had a second on this page you’ve got. we worst-
cased it, and then we took the one based on our intell...if Ifve got
a tank battalion plus that’s going to take an entire US ground
maneuver brigade to eliminate. We didn’t get a vote on that. Because
our mission was to sterilize the area of Iradis, not leave one Iraqgi
out there in a hole with an RPG to hit a passing US 5,000~-gal truck.

NAI’s were prepared positions for mech companies. CINC told AF yOUr
mission to destroy 100 percent of artillery, 70 percent of his armor.
So inthis area we told AF here’s what’s there: 6 130 guns; MRL; 6 T-
55 tanks; and ZPUs. We told the AF CAS general...we tock a lot we
learned from Rommel and Israelis...Some of the NAIs the force
artillery had already programmed into the computers so knew data
ahead of time...

The AF had divided all of Irag and Kuwait into Kill Boxes, their
term. Another AF term was ‘Moving Bubble.’’ they said we’re going to

—-=- MORE --
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Tkeep a moving bubble (of protection) ahead of you at all times. so
when we went into this battle for al busayah, the AF is working deep,
we had 7 strikes programmed (6, however, weathered out). when we got
to Al bussayah, and the guys come up with the loudspeakers and say,
you’d better surrende, they had already been hit with 346 MLRS
J,rockets and 1,440 155-rounds before literally the first direct fire
(tanks) flred. since keith had told us where the targets were the AF
was going deep against al bussayeh while we were putting MLRS in here
and attack helos going in here. actually fighting three battles at
once.
\ﬂ

WAy we flght As we advance, from 10-50 km out is AF kill box.

S

worked from 3 €6 30U Kmout in front. this is AH-64 country. arty {s
4§ far forward as possible in lelSlonngbut 5 km back. so MLRS can
fFéﬁEﬁ“*Ut”fo 25 km, and tube arty can reach out €6 1518 km.~ B
oW beTalsé AF is no lower than 5,000 feet, whenever he turns on
his radar he gets hit, so Iragis are firing SAMS only ballistically.
We’d use MLRS to support apaches, so apaches fly only under MLRS
umbrelia T
’ ave-a fire support officer flying with Apaches who is
digitally linked with force artillery. They have an ingress and
egress route and the arty guys know their route. It’s like a tunnel
(ACA, Airspace Coordination ARea, a 3-dimensional tunnel 1like a
heater duct) in the sky and we just avoid the tube, program it into
arty ballistic computer. Apaches don‘t fly over 500 feet, and arty
has 500-5,000 feet for 1nd1rect fire. Apaches belong to the div cdr.

[, ——l

MLRS.

We drew the PL’s every 10 kilometers. BAsed on range of Apaches,
with Hellfire, rockets effective out to 8,000 meters, we coudl sit
outside the 10,000 km box and let the artilly keep shooting and still
fire direct fire missions from the apaches. We were getting kills at
night from the apaches as far out with Hellfire as 8,500 meters.

Our Apaches had missions on the 25th, the 26th, the 27 abd morning
of 28. Only day not fly the 24. Flew a night mission early a.m. the
23rd. ONly got two A-10 missions the 24 and 25. We had 7 planned for
first phase. At 1930 2 A-10s near Al Bussayah and they came back with
4 trucks BDA. Next one was against the Tawakalna at 1430 on 26 Feb
with 4 A-10 and 4 F-16 around PL Poland and with BDA of 25 to 30
tanks, 8 in our area and rest in 3rd AD.

After that the weather cleared up and cas...in bad weather, they
could fly, but afraid they’d hit us.

With Keith’s magic list of targts, we Kknew Tawalkana was near
thﬁbland S0 we flew an AF mission in there betweeR 1330 and 1400
a8 o]¢) 3 tank_brigadé there, they actually Found it
astride the boundary with 3rd AD and they destroyed 25-30 tanks,_
elght of which happened to be part of the TAW in our_ AO. Later on,
shifted him deep and he started pounding Bonn while this flghtfﬁm“

going on here! MLRS™ are hlttlng the ADNAN here (plus other dlrect“ :
~Tire fights going on). T — - S——
i == MORE ==
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Twould have been more equal. He woudl have had a better change if
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/7~ Also, we got to practice on a 3rd stringer here. So we were the NY

Glants scrimmaging the JV’s from some High School called the (Iragi)
26th division.

The same way we attacked the 26th, the 3rd Brigade here, maintain the
wedge, the 1st Brigade leads, is the same way we go into our fight at

|__night. (which fight?7?).

Artilleryv. with info from Keith, he could plot I’'m going to
maneuver these four battalions of tube artillery to this location to
strike this target 22 km away. in order to do what CG wanted to make
sure arty was effective befroe we got into direct fire range, we
practiced and practiced the 33 days before.

Why worried about Iragis? We knew he had good equipment, the t-72
is a good tnk. we did not know how good the latest 120 ammo is the
A29A1. Turned out great, we’re not sure how many T-72s it will go
through. they ahd some excellent artillery, fortunately they don’t
have our crews. they had arty that outranged any of ours except MLRS.
and they had Brazilian MLRS stuff, the Astros. He had fired a
tremendous amt of artillery against Iranians, so we thought it would
be effective. His arty was our greatest fear. Maybe we’d built this
guy up _to be 10 feet tall, but we didn;t know how good we were,
EIEher When you consider the arty, the tanks he had, the quality of
trallng, guality of support, and his helos never flew, you take that
away and the assessment changes. Had this been a soviet division
attacking them it would have been a whole different ball game.

Not know how many deserters? We estimated 200 guys in here, we

fgapt re 80 _there. Theater-wide your question is more relevant.

Tom: We thought we could start to engage him at 2,500 meters. We
didn’t know we could engage him at 3,000 meters and watch his rounds
fall 1,000 meters short. We didn’t know his range, thought it was max
1,800 meters. We didn;t know how good the 25 mm, the go-to-war rond
was. It was eating holes in T-62's and T-55‘s in the flank. Keith and
I landed next to a BMP killed by a Bradley 25 shooting Heat. A
Bradley 25 heat’s not supposed to able to kill a BMP. I‘d want
Bradley’s shooting SAbots. We thought, just before we deployed, there
was a potential problem with our tank amme at ranges over 2,000
meters that got us concerned. Maybe testers had a bad lot, but we had
no problem with the stability of the round.

eith: I’d feel comfortable attacking an M1 company attacking a T-
72 battalion, given the range advantage. )

our advantaqes in range. IN Europe, would'have been dlfferent ;gp“eeaw\

atTAcKk when we were attackm He would have had a better change is he |

had moved into ¢ontat and TfTed to fight a mobile defense rather than
“ffﬁeaa BUt he has a major problem becaue he can’t navigate and we

TDhahran and we would have had to come all the way in from the Red ]

can. He missed his change in August, should have taken port Of -

Sea. = .
—We had wargamed it so thoroughly, when we crossed the border we
fﬁiaﬁ*t heed a map. that planning really pays off. On the 23 of Fep, ~

I —-— MORE =--
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o Captured the 10th Div’s series of counter-attack plans. The 10th |

w“never considered anyting outside kKuwalt—and—thelf westermost arrow-

+dispartey T TOM: He Was prépared to fFight thé Iranians. He thought,

I"'Werre at—Te4ast a5 good as_the North Vietnamese and they held up tﬁ“ﬁ\
US Iof 10 years... Hlis leaders dldn E_talk they didn’t do a Terrain
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1350 to 1700, we walked a sand table model 100 by 500 meters. each
guy dug representative footings. each batt and brigade commander,
each tank and fwd support cdr, had to arrive at each phase line and
say here’s what I'm gonna do. this is what I'm gonna do here, this is
how I’m arrayed, I’m gonna use this many tanks for this...the arty
commander said I’11 move to this phase line and shoot these many
rounds to prep this target....right in the desert at divison tactical
center on the 23rd (we thought we were going to attack on 0700 on
25th) We had the berm made to scale, we had the holes cut in the
berm, we walked across the berm through the holes, battalion and
separate co. cdrs levels. He’d say, I'm gonna stop here. Col Korn is
going to be there and take out those 6 BM-21s there. Korn would say
I’m going to shoot 6 rounds of MLRS. Then Col Zanini would say, I'm
gonna ...they had these overlay maps. Say, Col Miegs tell us how are
[you gonna sweep that town. Tell us about that fight. Unfortunately
the CG and us got in front of the attacks. we had to tell him once,
general, thé bad guys are out keith’s door, those are the good guys
our your door, we’re in front of them. they’‘re good guys. He say, OK,
jwe’d better get back behind them. - -

army and one that 1§ not. And you add in the equlpment

. nal
walk l11Ke we did. T

@t Tthe timé Was §itting 1p here and had counter-attak planst—It’s
astride the N-S BAsra-Kuwait City road about in the middle, n. of
Kuwait. we captured an overlay with a series of arrows of (prOJected)
US_attadks miorthward. One through Kuwait “Bay, o0& Up c¢oastal hlqhway, \
I"ohe. through middle, one up the wadl, and oné through here??, They N

e

“was up the wadl and was their last priority. they prioritized their
responses, and the wadl was their lowest priority. they never thought

, I

[we’d atack througn the soverelgnty—or Irﬁq e \
Al Busayah...Commando battalion at Al Busayah, 200 guys,
definitely fought, in fact they were in their bunkes and we had to go
to direct fire with tank, 155 and gun on engineer vehicles to

eliminate them. they didn’t surrender. they died in their bunkers..

f Gen Franks told us we wouldn’t get a rest at Python, but we
assumed we’d get a 24-36 hour halt up here. we had moved fuel and 7
| ammo fwd about 80 km back, a couple million galons of fuel on ground,
™ust north of where ISt ID breached. (We found the tanks would get

[ Tiuch better TusT tHan We thought, soldiers would shut them off or not
run at attack idle.) But we got up here sooner than expected and 1st

_ the fuel 1s still in saudl
! arabla. the bladders are not in p051t16n north of the 1st ID breach
“because teh shole corps got up here quicker than thought) we’ve got

s

k-—t == MORE —— 'ﬁi“%QW%~
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fuel tankers making a 400 km round trip move and Gen Franks is saying _
T Eontifide to—attack east, So we don’'t top, we sweep through al . ..

“Gissayah. Now the first air strikes locate the TAwalkana (1430, .26}
*Feh) and @s we roll up here and we’re at Tangerine with the CAvV, then
we hit Poland and this figh tstarts at 1800, but as we roll up here
and fire first MLRS against Tawalkana (3rd AD to the south is already
in the battle and we can see a tremendous battle just from the
flashes down there).

We continue monemtum, our main effort is against the Medina near
Bonn. 3rd brigade has its fight here (tawalkana??)

We had to be ready to turn NE if he told his RG to bail out and
go up highway 8 and if the 3rd ACR or 24th didn’t get there we'd d§§h
up theré and hit him on hlS flankK. 101lst already ‘had guys astrlde Hwy [

g st =

3 Frag Plan 78 turned us E-SE towrds Kiwi. Now were in 25-30 kn
. wide optimal maneuver space and can use the wedge. At this time we
had expected 3rd ACR to be on our flank, but we’re 6 hours ahead of
him. 24th had had a problem as they moved up north and they got a
bunch of vehlcles stuck. we made the turn and they dldn’t catch up

here and wefre up here and the 3rd ACK 1§ back near Python

Now Rg moves out: put the TAW on a line here to block the movement
of 2nds ACR and 3rd AD, at Poland. Elements f the Adnan come down off |
the hwy 8, they were located right near that airfield ar rumalah, to
block. (we beat the snot out of them and they go back). the Medina
comes from its blocking position down to here with the 14th mech
brigade and up here with the 2nd brigade. so what you have is puttng P
. RG out here so all these weenies can get away. All west of IPSA
”ﬁTﬁETI;g“Ehen elements of another armored div here, the 17th, and
”EHE”IEEK’HSEE‘EHE“EEEGsEEEEEInto and reinforce the Tawakana. (where
our map shows .52nd, they‘re really elements fo the i2th). 8 theater-
level log sites are here outside the Medina, this is the 14th mech
brigade.

Now crossing spain, morning of i27th} we’re three brigades
abreast. 2nd, stongest, is north; 1lst leads in center, 3rd in south.
in next 26 hours we fly 54 AF cas sorties (really air interdiction
misions) fly 6 separate apache company strikes and 3 battalion
missions, 621 MLRS rockets, 1200 87/, 1800 155 rounds, and during the
26 hours account for 227 tanks, 187 BMPs and MTLBs, 81 arty tubes and
16 ADA systems and 1120 EPW’'s. we basically destroyed in that last
day half of everything we’d done. these were kills during battle.

iwm"w_——"\)

Fuel crisis../..1st ID was initial effort, suppported by arty. but
on %Tﬁﬁf of 26th just before midnight we get the 75th field artillery
brigade freed from the breech area...{(fire first mission for us at
0027 hours on the 27th) but to join up with us they’re out of fuel.
So the reserve fuelers were were counting on for our attack have to

flll up_th the 75th, And _how _they’ve got that 400 kmmrggggmgrlp to_saudi |

crlsig—”nd“SﬁI?“ﬁﬁﬁE“?ﬁ*ﬁﬁé»wwe Had a heIT"8f a fight, and fuel was a |
e == NMORE == :
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big constraint. 2nd brigade adn 3rd brigage are slowed down in their

fomentunm. we got-fusl from 3rd AD, our G-4 was flying around looking
TTorTueT. e
Battles:

(1) battalion-size of TAW plus reinforcement of mech, 31 t-72, 5
mtlb, 7 bmps. The only place we lost any M--1s, 4 hit in rear, some
multiple times, by t-72/s 125 mm close at 1,000 meters. It was a
ngiht battle and they swept past the positinsg and got shot in the
grill doors. only one lost. only one injured soldier.
(2) ADnan, D-30 towed 122 mm how and GHN-14% battalions, we get
permisson to fire out of sector, shot them with Apaches and MLRS,
they leave. adnan fires about 1,000 rounds on our 2nd brigade, they
go a little out of sector and encounter them and come back.
(3) Medina comes in and sets up here, 2nd brig of medina and two
other brigades are trying to f£ill the gap. Medina is on line, and our
2nd brigade, 3 battalions vs their 3 battalions. Medina, 130
vehicles, all wiped out in 15 minutes of shooting, 40 minutes of >>
fighting.
k (4) these guys here in south, the 14th mech brigade and brigades
of 12th or 17th never get set. they come out here and go through 8
theater log sites and things are blowing up and they get piecemealed
don’t use their coms adn they get defeate in detail. this takes
several hours to do becasue its a grinding process (one US soldier
killed by direct fire) because of all the bunkers in complex. .
' Bottom line is, 4 Iraqi brigades plus arty destryoced between
"midnight the 26th and 0800 the 28th. see total

Dead are: Corps level log sites, brigade of 26th, two of Medina,
the 14 and 2nd, brigade minus of the TAW, two of 12th and one brig of
the 17th and pieces of 10 other fleeing divisions. Captured prisoners |
*rrom 17 diff divisions. Most of those prisoners were taken on the hwy
complex. D

ee their figures on total vehicles, etc destroyed.

If you have photo requirements in excess of what we have here,
let me Know. I have some pictures here of al busayah.

LgiEaBEEElgjjls, he doesn’t know how to dig a revettment. No
overhead cover. he didn‘t have the observation fields of fire that he
needed. His flghtlng positons are too close together, when vou’re
engaging someone over 2,000 meters, 1f he’s got a fighting position
—tess—thal 500 meters apart its a very simple thing to fire one round
T and make a slight adjust ment on the next tank. I1L’S alSo easier to
Féngage on high magnification when thev/re that close togeter. LT ﬁmﬁ\

‘'you’re less than 50 meters, you can get them both hi-power aﬂ&lyou
T don"t have To b switching back and forth searching. Also, what he
=did, we used a stepped fighting position, Iearned that at NTC. When
JOUr LHK 18 in the bottom you Tan’t be shot except from top. To
acguire targets, VYOU #ove up here and can expose and slew your
tUrret. ] —
f —T7d gay about 10 percent of his positons like this, hull down and
Turret exposed. That’s the 50 percent solution. Most of his were
“TMELES-Befms, just dirt piled up around hifm. That doesn’t even slow
“dowmaSABOT round. He"E had a number of Soviet advisers and they
: e MORE =
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[gon't know either. Here’s a pic of Medina and you can see his line,

“[that’s awful close together on ~a _modern battlefield. Thev may be_100

meters apart. That’s Ogﬁig_germany, but not out here in the desert., 6
Seconds between shots, you can take 4 1n 24 seconds

12
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Lt. Gen.F@uA.Franks, CG of VII Corps...

Here we were a fully modern Corps trained and ready in Central
Europe, so in a sense we were sitting there like the Third Army in
the Bulge in WW II. Small group of us in VII Corps had done some
things in August, early Sept, convened a small group of intell,
planners, put some maps up and started to track the situation to put
our heads in the game. If they needed us, indivicuals, units whole
Corps, we’d go...

before Nov 8 small little planning cell had been working this for
some time prior to the 8. the soldiers didn’t know, but we had a ?77.
we were working on a contingency, but got the order on the 8th.

Took leadership of corps to Saudi to look at the terrain, get some
mission planning guidance, got that from Schwarzkopf on the 13th. got
some lessons learned from soldiers already there. And US Army Europe,
and European Command (EUCOM) took over deployment of the corps so we
could concentrate on what to do when we got there.

On 13th, we met with Schwarz. He essentially laid ocut then a 4-phased_
operation, three air and one ground, with the general concept of the
Ooperation that 1f it woudl come to need for offensive ops that’s what
we would do. From that po;nt on I knew the approx area we’d be

EQE£E§EEE—%§§%E§fWhat our mission woudl be, and he didn’t deviate
much from at all through entire planning and conduct of ops.

”

Ehe internal tactics of the corps_was lefft up to the corps, but the
ea_that we were to operate in this general area and our mission was
“to attack and destroy the RG forces in this sector, that was laid out’
Fight &t the beginning. '
I 'VII Corps had th area from the WAdi to the west, and 18th corps would
be to our west and others coalition and marines to east. 7-18th corps
boundary not set vet, but the idea was a wide envelopment combined
“with interdiction of hwy 8 LOC from Baghdad to their forces in_the
field. When Gen Schwarz. talked to us on 13th it was clear to us
“that’s what he wanted to do.
e ,
So at that time I knew that we’d op west of the wadi, and the theater
deception scheme was to lead the Iragis to believe what they wanted
to believe, the way they had set their defenses at that point and
 were reinforcing it was for an attack up the wadi and a shallow
attack into Kuwait City and an amphib assault. those were planning
paramaeters...I knew corps would consist of units fro Germany plus
1st ID from Ft Riley which had been with VII corps before in
Reforger. Brits came later in December when they added another
brigage and a full-up division. we started talking about it in early
dec, came under our tactical control in january. superb troops, well-
led, aggressive. that was our fourth division._Then the p0551blllty
was that 1st CAv, which was to be the theater ground reserve,

dependlng on how battle went, that we could get op. control of them
co.

\#ow long think last? In my own mind, I thought 8 days. I thought it
-- MORE --
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{festraints as _to Where you can take your fleet. So 1§(s_ahmatter
fnavigation and mass. Turns out the Iragis took eir fleet out. here
Py
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could be over as quickly as 8 days based on enemy situation and how
rapidly we’d move and where we’d finish up. My own est. was it’d take
us 2 days to get to the the RG and the better part of 3 or 4 days
fight out here and 2 days to consolidate. Actually, took us only a
day to get contact in a brigade of the 12th Armored division and then

the Tawalkana. And we attacked earlier, on G-day rather than ¢ plus
1.

fWe knew enemy disposition..also, in history of desert warfare what

| resembl@d a sea, as though vou put vour fleet to sea. No rea.

has been decisive is air, logistics and maneuver. To me, this

-t

“Tgerman was 42,000 and we expanded to 146,000. )

k]

too, but They anchored it. They restricted themselves because _
Cheir choice of tactics and Becalse of “thepressnce 6 our alir to
maneuvering only tHe I&AgTH oF thHeiF EHchoT Shain.

Great team, veterans at corps, chief of staff and corps staff and m
G-3 and I had worked together twice before. Early decision where put
corps on the ground, and not have to move it a lot. We wanted to put
it where it would reinforce Iraqis idea that we were attacking up the
wadi, but also be far enough west so we could only move one time and
be ready to go. original position was a little further east, sc met
with with Yeosock and Centcom and agreed we could put it further
west, but not west of wadi. Agreed to put the corps north to south,
just east of the wadi, with the 1st ID north of tapline rd, 1st AD
just to south and 3rd AD to south of that. And then we added a place
for the 1st UK. so essentially we were laid out north to south. That
would lead the enemy to think we would attack due north (up the wadi)
but also put us in a position to move from e to w. (I kept 2nd cav
over to the east because we had to stay tied in with the 18th corps,
and we had a log base alpha over here to consume supplies in here,
then at the last minute we put another log base west to provision the
attack.} So 2nd Cav linked 18th Corps with the rest of VII corps, and
the egyption corps in the area and also to rpovide some deception. so
they were very active there in their training and we also put an
electronic emissions unit there if someone was watching us they‘’d
believe that VII corps was over here (southeast of wadi, south of
Kuwait border) knowing that we normally led with a cavalry regiment.

(Also making changes, changed 105 tanks for 120 gun tanks in two
batts of 1st AD, drew mine countermine eqpt, GPS eqpt, changed 5,000
tankers for MEMMT fuelers, changed all bradleys in 2nd ACR from M-3
to M2A2 with better overhead ballistic protection. Also practicing
large unit maneuvers. Each of these divisions had more than 8,000
vehicles, a little mofe than a WW II corps. Soldiers in VII corps 1inh-

o ‘\\\
Lot of team building with commanders. I believe that 80 percent of
command and control is non-electrohic. Not much time? We got our 1ast

&

equpt from Europe on 17 Jan, some of reserve egpts came in on 17 Feb,
elements of 142nd artillery brigade from the Armansas National Guard
-- MORE --
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and they were in combat on the 24th. reinforcing the fires of the 1st
UK.

Needed to protect tapline, from a spoiling attack down to Hafir al
Batin, and when they did the Khafji attack it looked like they might
'try that. Ist CAv had lost a brigade, had its Tiger Brigade moved

over here to thé Marines...assigned 1st Cavgﬂgixggagi control of &
Is¥ TAv Brigade of the lOlst Tor_about 2 weeks, 2nd ACR“and &ur—{

aviation unit..used them and left the rest alone to practice. So to
do that we moved the 1st CAv from down near KKMC up north of the
tapline rd and then when the egyptian corps moved east with the
syrian division and then moved the 1st cav up next to the border in
the middle of January.

\In early january we had looked at Iragi defense. we were trying to
huild-a—-plan like-ealting an ‘audible so when the Iragi defense was
set we could make one more move. you never want to run out of
options. It appeared he would have his front line infantry units
backed up by an armored div. but how far to west? wien it appeared in
early january he Would not move TUrther WesSt than the 26th divisin,
and after air campaign started he couldn’t move because of air attack
on moving forces, we called the audible., We put two divisions and a
cav regiment out here (1st and 3rd and 2nd ACR) out here to envelop
these front-line defenses. I had given the mission to Ist ID to
conduct a breech, inititially thought we’d have to pass all divis
through the breech because we though the Iragis would be unleYﬁly
strong all the way out. penetrate on a.narrow front and pass t the.
whole corps through. the audible was to put 2 divs out here.
1n1t1ally thought we’d have to use 3rd AD here (near wadi), to
reinforce the deception with raids ahd feints...to rivet Iraqi
reserves and RG on an attack up the wadi so they would not reposition
themselves westward. wanted them to position for a shallow raid into
Kuwait city. But getting the 1st CAv enabled us to move them up here
to to that raids and feints that we later called the battle of the
Rugi pocket, named after SAudi town of Rugi there. and freed up 3rd,
AD, which needed the time because they were late gettinAgin. but “the
only question was can we fit them in side by stge;—or—=tack themn
behin h other. I thoght we needed three divs and a cav regiment
to§attackithe RG, o the question was how to get the three out hera.

56 the key was Centcon releasing to ARcent to release to VII corpg™-__

“fH& 1St CTAvV to protect the ARCENT LOC, allowing us Lo _have 1ist CAV_ ™~
fTor feints, freed 3rd AD, But this W”E only 40 kms wide for two =t

“Ydivisions. Cav _went on a recon out here and looked around, and said

Inot a problem it/s all trafficable, and you can put them si&é‘by

]

Side. convened a meeting with Ton griffith and butch funk and cav >

Treyimental¢ommanders down at 1st AD, 1st Armored, because 1t had to

move quickly up here, thHéy had 25 kms and the 3rd had 15 Kms. —3IFd

Wwould be 1n a column of brigades, reorganize later, which stfetches

-out T00 kms, and 1st would go ifi a division wedge. Also 1st needed 6

Foas

be Tn formation fasSter becaus some resistance out here at objective
Purple, which turned out to be the rear supply area of Iragi 7th
corps. Al Bussayah.

-- MORE --
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Looked like 3 fights. Front line .infantry. the tactical reserve,
‘armored.. we thought it was the 12th; turned out to be the( 52nd,
nomenclature. And the RG. we thought the RG had 3 options: 'stay and
fight, attempt to maneuver 2 divs plus, a shallow maneuver to the 5
south or furhter out west. (that was 0K, we could fight maneuver).fgl;i
attempt to save their forces and retreat to Basra across the causeway

4

Tor on up hwy 8 towards Baghdad, and 1n that case the 18th Corps would
“Stop them there and we’d hlt‘fﬁem in the flank and have them up

;LJ§ it a posSlL1Oit SAtiTUEe down highway 8 and we’d turn into them
1and have them pinhed up against the Basra pocket. And if they decided
;to maneuver out west then we félt with the 18tH Corps on our flank
and us coming up we’d have a positional advantage with the 1lst AD
duickly to maneuver, set a base of fire with one division and
maneuver with 2 divisions.

f Turned out thgz did a little of all 3, They had the Jihad corps, 12

and_10th divi : = 8-up—in late NOoVemeber perhaps in
Tresponse to the additioal coalition fordes coming in. So they had the
RG and the Jihad corps, two maneuver formations. they attempted to do
some local repositioning. they attempted to escdBe, esp the Hamarrabil
Teither up hwy 8 or across the euphrates at teh dauseway, anhd some
““§EEEﬁ§fEHﬁ€3XEEtfout thru Basra. so we had 3 fights.jdefensive llﬁEﬁf
%reserve and JRG,| and how to envelSp and crack the defensive without /
ighEIn theLhWbT"foce since the objetive was RG. andlthe questlon_

BW t0 get 3 divs and a cav reqg massed against the RG before tHeY"
'culd elther maneuver against us, get into position, or attempt to (

h

T needed|{to get the 1st UK through to defeat the armor division (in
reserve} and with this shallow envelopment crack. these defenses and
we’d be behind them and cut off and they’d surrended or stay where
they were. and we‘d not have to fight them or go through the teeth of
the obstacles. So the combination of the feints of 1st Cav, the rapid
breach by 1st IDFolllowed rapidly by 1st UK. Then it was a matter of |
[synchronizinglfinishing this fight (probably 1st ID vs 42nd) ang ;
“L;%TﬁTﬁﬁ‘aﬁ—ﬁgaltlonaI"d1v1510n to fight this fIght (RG?).\I needed I
Thrit OC 1t 2nd .50 the enveloping force woudln’t be /
vu neraile to a flank attack by the 52nd armored. And I needed the
'2nd acr to get out here and move east and frustrave any attemgtf.
| Tese 5 R g _move westward. They would have pinned them in
“&8sarly win but slow them upi ——
wm— e
Arty raids. in about two weeks, we fired 9,000 cannon and 1600 MLRS
rockets in arty raids here. wiU1@@meuver and feints by 1st cav. |
their most 1mportant mission was Yo fix the reserve and RG so they '
“wouldn’t see us out westj\great acation by John Taleli and the 1st
- Cav. plus destroyed some I arty and his command and control.

| How stop forward Iraqis from communicating? with air camalgn, we
 wanted to isolated these forces Sco When we aEEacked comm, if any,
\would*be fragmentary. worKed with alr campalgn and worked very hard

\ =="MORE == —

eave.\ so “heeded a 51multaneous breach, and as soon as comple Taa— 15
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Eon a brigade near the breach. that cdr asked why the A-10s kept

{ to lay out road network. Ist UK HAd been analyxing the roads and

Ttcross border raid by the 2nd of the BtH Cav on the 13 of Feb as part |

picking on me and not my neighbors. but his brigade (probably in 48th
div) was in a very Key spot, so the 1st UK would get a running start
out of the breach and the I’'s would not cause a jam=up in the breach.
We knew this was the Iragi 7th corps out here, we knew he had control
of these divisions, and maybe would get control of 10 and 12 Jihad.
we wanted to work on the C&C sco as we maneuvered rapidlvmngwggg}dnit‘
[be" abl& to let them know what was happening. with help of air forces,

“dinthat.
‘-;3—-—"-_-_‘——'_'_’

Two reasons to move corps at last minute. To get momentum for troops
moving, and to make the deception work. We were to be in position

here at 21st. We thought it would take about 6.days-to_get in |
position. —

Roads?? In january had gone to John Davidson at corps and asked himCZ;
where water sourcs, and pattern emerged that the Iragis were oriented
their movements along raods that were there or they had built. you
begin to move his tactical tendencies. we learned aftrer the abattle
,that they were very surprised we had come out here. _one of their
officers said, ‘‘We always get lost in the middle of the desert.’’
[And up here is their training area. they tried to stay on roads and
k'trails, and after the air campaign stafted that wasg sure destructionp ™

-

Goday, light _data bad a big effect. yo look at what we were going to
do here, we needed to pass the 1st UK thru in 24 lanes through the
minefields and barriers during the hours of darkness and hit the
Iragi first line. sothe ability to move logistics at night, fly
aviaion at night, we felt we’d be better with the light we had in the
21 to 24 timeframe than earlier when totally dark. expertss predicted
attack in pitch dark, we knew that. with all the stories about
attacking in total dark, we’d pick some other time.

so it remained to move the corps...and we were laid out to move from
E to W the same way we’d move from south to north. so we could
rehearse the whole thing. same formation, full-up corps reheasal, 160
kms., put the 2nd acr out in front and did it. we had a sandstorm. we
learned about communications, where cdrs would want to be, speed of
large formations, navigating large formations, timed
separations...before crossing the LD there was so much work. learing
on the move about how much water and fuel, refuelingon the move. we
could consume potentially72_1Lgh@illioqvgallons of fuel a day. how to
19tganize large numbers of fuel tanKers and keep up. How £o ‘,;
dtconcentrate arty fires, we did & 1ot With attack—helas to include a

'of these raids..all arty had fired practice..av brigades had
practiced cross>border raids, gave units some combat experience.
learned from lst Cav how the Iragis were not good at shifting _
%ﬁffillerzb*if you moved fastl We saw in Chéir platoon, company-size
uUnits up ehre they would see the Cav units maneuvering and woudl
exchange fire but the arty fire was always in certain spots. if the
—-— MORE -- =
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Cav_continued to move, they couldn’t adjust. and as soon as they’d
shoot7Tthey”’d use counter-arty radar and use MLRS €0 knock arty out,./

so, they didn’t seem to want to move their units around. turned out
to be true. we also learnéd about treating our own casualties.

important thing was to get fluids into people quickly...our evac was
sound.

Ve wanted to keep the armored divisions tucked up wthin about 30
%1nuEes of

‘'something sizeable could bacKk them Up. we had &donstructed a complete
" N e i Y A R eS0T ot o e e ‘..‘ gy I’ltit tank ditch, bermS ,

Teptica-o 3 ;
minefields, wire...and the brigades of 1st ID conducted full-up
rehearsal of the breach and the 1st UK practiced going thru the
blanes. when you see took 90 hours, but let’s not equate swiftnes withi
ease, so much work and preparation. the first elemet of taking care
of soldiers is insure they’re prepared for combat. we locked the plan
down in January, and left it alone to do other things, to rehearge )
e . 8Y WOrKed at Sand tablé exercises, rubber-duck exercises,

oné oIficeer represents one unit and you Iay € oleunit-oat_and |

Just walk around fifst, then you get vehicles and do it that way,
then you put the whole unit out, experimenting with how to6 sSet a base |
of fire, how to maneuUver with brigades. e —

— 2T
Mock-ups. What they told us was they took us about two weeks to build g
TEhis_and so if if took us two weeks, no way they could &wtond ERIS .-

“T(defense) out here.

(1st ID then did recon with aircraft and artillery not to give away
position., 1st UK moved from e to w, did a full-up rehearsal of all
the moves they were going to make from west to east.

Confidence? The one unknown out here was chemical. we thought we
ight get Some while 1st cav was doing raids and demos. Also, it
ooked as thought the enemy had gone for the feint. I remembeF
writing myself some notes, saying, ‘‘OK, we got them where we want
Tthem now. If Théy’1il just stay where they are for a few more davs.. |
yweTT Have them where we want em to be. 7/ Air campaign kept them in
"Flace, could only move small units. "' —
—

{Confidence level grew, because of our own co-op, training, troops
‘were ready. I visited a soldier out here in the 3rd AD, talkign to
soldiers about the plan, explaing we had a big formatiof out there
iwheéhe I’s didn‘t have anything, and it was already too lengthy an -
TEXplantation and the soldier cut in and loocked me right in the eye

Nana said, ‘‘Don’t worry, General, we trust you.’’ Felt good.

G-day: we were to attack on G plus one. ON G day we moved the 2nd

ACR across the berm, cut the berm for the two divs to follow and

moved early in the moring 20-30 kms out in front of the border. The [

first ID had sent an apache raid out, 1lst cav contined raids. About

9:30 am I got a call from Jon Yeosock and CINC wanted to know if we
coudld attack early. I said yes. called my cdrs and told John, as

4. —-— MORE --
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[iSth airborne corps had, that on two hours notice we could go. 1lst ID

took lot of adjustment because were to do a 2 1/2 hour arty prép. an
Ta only 30 _minutes prep. and Ist UK, instead of passing thru at the
&nd of day in the dark would have to move up and pass thru early. So

’Tﬁ

east was Egyptians, we‘&Tﬁ“ﬁfﬁ%ﬁgﬁmthat, you always want to say
what if the enenmy goes for the deception, will that have some adverse
consequences? he might keep his forces away, the other poss was he’d
bring his 6th armored div down closer to the border and we talked to
Gen. Sala?? the Egypt cdr about that and he was not overly concerned.
and as it turned out they attacked with 3rd div and were to follow
thru with 4th, but 3rd div accomlshed their objective and they just
shot the 4th div through to the airfield over here (where?). they
went thru 20 km east of the wadi. the Iraqgis seemed to go for the
airtillety and air concentrations ‘35 & feift . And 1St Cav feints (out !
to distance oFf 25=30 Kme from wadl). the Iragi 27th and 25th divs
were stacked pretty close to wadil, and the 31st and the 48th...and
the 26th had two brigades (check where) here and one further back in
depth. then the Iraqgi 7th corps were these 5 divisions near border
and two in 18th corps sector plus this one here ?7 and this supply
base (al bussayeh), so he had a pretty big area.

~ﬁ§11e the divs advance on a broad front, and filled sectors, the
[1nstuctlons Wwere to get 3 divs and cav massed against the RG. the o
Tided [wasiotJto sweep the sector of all Iragis, my 1nstructlgg§ to i
&nveleping férce was to bypasérinfantry and to destroy arty and mech

forces, so we did by-pads some infantry. later captured. 1st AD had
Brders to attack and sS8isze this objective al bussayeh log bacse.

d

4the diecison point was going to be whether tgo continue to attack on a
northeast path, or turn east, depending on what RG did. 1f the RG d
chosén to go up and run inteo 18Tth corps om hwy 8§, near An Nasarivyah,
en VII corps would attack 1In an army maneuver, from the south into
(their flank on hwy 8. _if they stayed inplace, rather than have 18tHeE
corps stay out there they would piveot and go to east. When dedide:

te Monday affernoon—{day. .2, Feb. 25, as the corps appfﬁﬁﬁﬁ@&“@%w\‘kl
Smash) 1t was apparent they were going to stay there and I had given
instructions to 1st ID to leave a battalion task force here (??) and
be prepared to pass through the 2nd Cav Reg. and then for the 1st and i
3rd ADs to pivot 90 degrees to the east and head into the flank and ’
the rear of the RG.

/

The best thing you can do in major unit operations is to _give a heads
up for waht plan to do in next 24 hours. 1n reforger 1in 1990 we came
up with a technique of publishing Frag plans, so our planners
develped a series of Frag plans. what if, what if...what if they
stayed here, we exercised was Frag Plan 7, we‘g get here and the left
hook smack woud come from outside and we’d attack due east into the
flank and rear of the RG. _If they still had forces here (just outside
Kuwalt) we’d attempt to cut the forces from the forces in Kuwait and
deal with them and the 18th corps would simultanecgusly come around
T from the top and 51mu1taneously deal with these the closer we got
———=="PMUORE == ——— L
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~|the fight 7 looked to be the highest probablily. on Monday...a series
6t key things happpened...the Ist ID finished a breech And 4t Teon —
the first UK came through and came into contact with the E3Rd 5Hd
were having good succéss. And Rittifg the Tear of the defensive
~units, capturing general officers and prisoners comlng to Tthe rear.
“It Tooked like we didn’t need more than a battalion TF for breech
security, so 1st ID left a battalion and as soon as the 1st UK pass,
move forward. Simultaneously the_2nd Cav about noon intercepted a
brigade (50th brigade) of the 12th armored div that was trying to
repositon cut here on a road built by the Iraqis (PL Blacktop) to the
IPSK pipeliné rd. The 2nd Cav stopped THat mWove with good CAS that
day, and continued through that. That was the first indication of
maneuver out here. But deep the three RG were pretty much where they
-were., 5o late monday pm I called back to my main CP and asked my
chief of staff, G-2, fire support coorinator, and av brigade cdr to
meet me out here. it looked as though we needed toc make a decision
whether to go east or nor-east.

fUsed Frag plan 7 graphics, but it had the 1st cav in southern piece
jof it and 1st ID was a corps reserve., IN agdition+m§gAG_Plagwl_called,\
for the attack to separate the units Tn Kuwait from those in Iraq,
BUT since they were retreating to the North trying to get up here we |

[deTided to press the attack with 3 divisions attacking W to E into

hﬁhe T1ank_and rear Of the RG (they were facing south) and the T
remainder of 10 and 12 divs. UK contined To—oast. The Army boundary

“jwoudl h&Ve pinched them out, they would have run_out of. room. We wero
Fyin d © allow them to continue to

¥ing to get the Ar@y_ggggléi%_%gggged '
{the east. it went up and over but it would have pinched them up and

aout and we wantd them to go straight across to Kuwait City. Late
Monday new graphics, and set stage for massing against RG on Tues,
day 3, Feb 26. Ordered lst ID to pass thru 2nd Cav to continue as
southern of 3 US divisions and have UK continue so we actually have 4
divisions heading east. Needed to have 2nd ACR press_to east to find
and fix the RG _and f£find the soufhérn Fflank of the TAW, and to get the
¥st AD around the outside on Al bussayah, and ordered the 3rd AD to ™
pass_around the 2nd Cav _and narrowed 2nd Cav’s sedtor and told to ——

e e et

Press to east. _ == - .

{At 9:30, Tues, Feb 26, day 3, that Am we got the 1st Cav, and
thinking the Poimnt of main erfort would be, told them Tues moring to
come up on the outside to reinforce lst AD. Meanwhile two arty 7o
brigads, 42 and 75th, had to leave from suppoprt of the breach and e %B
join 1st and 3rd AD for rush north. 2nd _ACR in sharp engagements late{\uﬁﬁ

Rgndameatids tuesday with security elements of a brigade of the
Tawakana in what they call the Battle of 73 easting. (see H.R.

McMaster’s report) Then Tuesday 3rd AD piched up attack, and 1st

Armored finished its battle and around noon I had 2 armored divs on

- . line with a Cav regiment. 3rd AD was twO brigades up and On& Back.

They hit the Tawakana brigade here, brigade plus in center, and 1lst

AD had a piece of TAW up here in north. Late Tuesday after dark I had

orederd the 11th Av Brigade to conduct a deep attack to isolate these

forces (RG) with Av deep, the armored div’s attacking in a zone of 20-

-~ MORE -~
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30 km’s deep, the aviation deep, and the interdiction by the AF
deeper yet. so we pretty much ad a battle in depth late Tues until
the cease fire. So we ended up with 4 divs on line and a night atEack
to—-the-ea8tT 1st and 2nd AD contined attack all night Tuesday.
(indications that they thought they were being hit by air, drill was
to get out of vehicles in into bunkers) We did have in 1st AD sector
“~we had some 360~degrree fights where mounted elemets would roll thru
and Iragis out of their bunkers firing RPG’s and small arms and sone
intense fights going on in 1st and 3rd sectors. I saw an RPG hole in
a right fender fired at such a close range it didn‘t even arm.
‘ .71
Some very sharp fights,. the Iféqis were attempting to repositin
after they found we were Qpd-Rg wide. All tues night a full-up night
attack by 4 divs. On r having 1st cav move up north, brits
moving toward thé coast, BWy ¥, it appeared 1st would be in Ob]
Denver astride HWY 8 by nightfall and it looked like a double
fenvelopemnt was possible (around-Medina and [Haurrabij). 1st AD ha
“y| fought the Medina. late that moring I had convened an _ordrs group to
‘Taywut TOF ISt _Cav_to attack on north of 1st AD late Wed, earl

“THUES, for Ist ID to continue the attack here (on south) to

s

“attempt _a double-gnvelopment to lsolate Medina and Ham] and others,
afe Wed, 1st AD had sharp contacts with Medina, 1st€ D was successtu

\~? 0 pushed a cav suadron further north ot Denver, but 1t _cotuldntget i
%he ist CAvV passed around to north of 1st AD Iate 1_Wed_because of
Cl-1e) T bV ISCoAD -r*f'-‘ ided to do that eéfIV_theﬁneiEmda‘T““?

Plirned_ouf. that resistance was crumbling..then

lﬁirst indiation of a cease fire next day.|{fhen vec
“poss of ceasefire at 0500. then 0230 got call that ceasefire woudl be
at 0800, so we attacked until 0800 but there was not much resistance
out here and it turns out the double envelopment wasn‘t necessary
and we ended the fight astride hwy 8 (n-s road) and the 1st AD close
to their objective Bonn and had completed destruction of RG in our
sector. that was the end of the fighting for us.

Then, in mid-march we got considerable refugees in our sector.

Way (to east, to go_against the Tawakalna) and leave this (m;gg;@
“Tvpen and fit the third division (proably 2nd ACR) 1n the middle as
opposed to down here to the southi—-depending on what the Iragis were
gonna do. But since it appeared the RG would stay there, it appeared
the better angle was from the north and so butch funk and I and don
holder sketched it out on butcher paper and asaid, OK stay in your
original sector. then the second ky call ws to have the 1st ID leave
a task force at breech and bring the div up here, that was a new
sector for them, and the width of the sector needed by teh 1st UK as
they attacked east constained the lst ID and they had to move forward
in a column of brigades. They toock the frag plan 7, everybody had the
graphics, but the units that fit in were different, instead of the
1st Cav going into that sector it was the 1st ID. The sectors taht

-— MORE --
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turned to the EASt for 1st and 3rd ahd already been designated, and
we had some phase lines out here to control attack from the east and
the south to north by the first ID so we wouldn’t run these units
into others.

-

Normally, you usually draw phase lines along a stream or road or
something but in desert its diff. so we tried to put them on an
razimuth for GPs. actual control measures were tough.

T

ey

How early on did we know outrange Tragis and kill at 3,000 meters) T
&hink we knew it from a potential standpoint, and we saw how accurate
their servie ammo was. But I don’t think until the 2nd ACR actually
hit this brigade rgpggitgningﬁgn“MQg_gﬁtgggggn did "'we understand the
true rapid lethality of the direct fire, tow‘553W€3ﬁﬁ7mﬁm?ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ? """
jnad” the potential but until we did it...we wanted to engagé Rim
side of his ability to see us, and so , actually the weather, B0~
percent of th weather was no-fly, but the sandstorms and the Tain -
~actually hwlped us in the attack. One Iragi said, ‘‘Nobody attacks is
| @ sandstoim.’’ We Khad tf¥ained in German, the UK, S6 vatmcold .}

weather and wind; our Soldiers knew how to fight through that.

J-stars: In theater, we had a ground station module at the Corps main
CP and it was a very key factor in determining what the final set was
and were these units attempting to move around and where were they
going? and you could put that together with what the 2nd cav got out
there and they were seeing it on the ground. We had real time data.
~Not_for aiming artillery. When we launched the deep attack by the
11th Av Brigade we Kfew there was movement back here, attempts to
reposition and maneuver out of the area. And deeper target for them
and for F-11lls was pretty much keyed by what J-stars was seeing.
Confidence level, good.

The ability to attack the enemy throughout the depth of his
formations ground and air is our airland doctrine.

We ended up firing 55,000 cannon rounds and 10,500 MLRS rockets
during the war. } :

Fights. 2nd ARmored Divison Fwd had some here, 3rd Ad(g;d brigade;

= 2nd Brigade of 2nd AD; Monty Miegs, his great-grandfather Wwag the

quartermaster—general of the union army.

‘Ira : Y
The Iragis plan was for the Jihad Corps eitehr to maneuver down SO
| 'the wadi against™6Ur attack there or northwest, attempt to get out ~ |

[here. the 2nd Cav stopped taht. what They were trying to do it -
“appeared was get ou¥ front of us here and the RG would be behind them_ |
thén"we’d have to fight our way Ethrough TtRat corps £ get at the RG :
“and we didn’t want that to happen. but if we’d been a little slower
“of the 2nd ACR had not stoppad tnem,..so they had a plan. these

forces were to fight and give early warning of thgugiréaﬁiﬁﬁ;ggg%;ﬁi

speed of the attack_and then the Jihad was going-to maneuver and the ™
down to defeat an attack (by hitting us on tHEMfTEﬁK_Egjﬁgx
omifig [shallow]?nto kuwait cIty (from the west).
‘alplan were attempting to execute 1f, and they were

-- MORE --
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'ugryinq to fight us. but ocur speed, and tactical savvy of our soldiers

- from training probrams throug sandstorms and rain day and night let
TUT~éXecute our plan. with air s

upremacy and availabilty of air and
=t speed Of our attack.

Pioneer: We used the UAV initally to target artillery out here. we

wanted ‘to destroy any artillery in range of the breach and we did
that and UAV was a big help.

Attack helos:

1. used them for armed recce day and night.

2. in depth, FLOT, divison apaches 20-30 ahead with own apaches
3. and deeper still was Corps attack assets 50-60 kms.

| Don Holder used the analogy of carrier warfare, if vou get your §
.availtaion out thére they never see your fleet,

)t

w

‘WAS to be much more a freedom of action out here in the zone of _HMN\
action baséd on what the enemy is doing adn their own capabilities. I|
warited to give the division commanders max freedom to employ their
“forces within their sectors. Less prescriptive, to describe integﬁI::‘
wnat do yold want done and forces to be applied and then allow
initiative at the smaller unit or major unit level.fyou dra

sidelines for the commander and let them do_thel owh broken field |
fanning .k particularly imp in desert. We were force oriented, I didn’i

amn_about the terrain other than being abole to maneuve

speed fO the attack, positn advantage and then

, Nders max freedon within their sector.l but not toally
_free agents wanted to mass a big fist out herej force oriented, and
+°Tet Th

em use thelir own tatcics.|Gen griffith (1st AD) used a div

~Wwedg. Bueth funk Kept two up and one back and aF one point passed on

A brigade through another one to maintain momentum  Tom Raymond south

‘Y used TWO BY¥ig up and one back and pushed his Cavalry way up because
they had tanks in the Cav squadron. Gen Rupert Smith ususlily

maneuvered two side by side or psuh one out and keep one back.jTI
7
i?

-

_ w_the i

selected the Corps tactics, let the Div. cdrs select the tact¥cs
~%ithin their sectors v '
S e

\Aftermath:

took care of 30,000 refugees over 9 weeks, Iraqi civilians, temp
refugee camp in Safwan. then protection for refugees out near Rafha.
When saudi govt agreed to take refugees we moved about 8,400 refugees
% from Safwan to Rafha in C-130‘s to temp site we had built while
/  saudis building a permanent site.
temp site to hold 30,000 refuges from An Nassariyeh, Al Salman,

hardtop road coming down and we sent forces out there...permanent
site hold about 30,000 too.

-— END --
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Tank golng through Berm

HE UIT CORFS BARSE

NR. 7€9

Vil Corps
in action

The Jayhawk Corps’ desert experience
began Nov. 8 when President George
Bush announced that he was sending
European and stateside-based troops to
Saudi Arabia 1o give coalition forces an
offensive capability. Vi1 Corps in Desert
Shietd would be made up of actlve and
Reserve component soldiers and units
based in Burope and the United States.

Before corps units could deploy (o the

Middle East they needed to porform
several tasks. They had toload hundreds
of trains, ships and airplancs with
thousands of tanks, armorod porsonnel
carriors, (rucks and other weapons of
war. They needed to adapt proven
warfighting skills 10 the desott and the
new mission. And they needed to adjust
to the thought of going fnto combat,

Developing plans

Aquickicaders recon to Baudi Arabia
ot Nov, 10 set VII Corps’ planning in
motion, While Jeaders developed plans
for the deployment and for caring for
tamiites icft behind, soldiers dug in with
enthusiasm, Faced with a certain threat
and n cause worth fighting for, soldiers

SeE3

stecled themselves for the unceriain
months ahead,

Within four days the 2nd Armored
Cavalty Regiment, which had patrolled
West Germany's border with the east for
mote than 45 years, began loading for
the quick voyage from Germany to Saudi
Arabla, At the same time, the corps’
support soldiers began assembling the
commo, transport and life-support
systems needed 1o carry the war 10 the
enemy.

The deployment continues

The deployment continuod at a fast
pace. The first soldiers flew to Saudi
ports, linked up with thelr cquipment,
and moved 1o the desert, The 2nd ACR
100k up screening positions {n the
notthern pari of what Jater became the
VII Corps' initial sector, establishing
security for the many soldiets yol 10 come,
Signal soldiers sat up communications
systems ranging from uitra-modern
satellite and mobile-telephone systems
1o time-tosted land lines,

Engineers brought their heavy
equipment to the desert to carve oul
defensive positions, roads and airsirips
from the barren Jand. Mechanics, truck
drivors and cooks set the stage for the
bulk of the combat troops,

Forming the corps

Whilowaiting for their turn to deploy,
the heavy divisjons that gave the corb)s
15 striking power continued training while
getting their equipment and thomselves
ready for wat. Tankers and Bradley crews
fired crow-lcvel gunnery at Grafenwoeht
and used simulators at their home bases.
They trained with chemical equipment,
rifles and other weapons, They learned
about the hazards and customs of a new
land. Doctors poked them and prodded
them, lawyars wrote their wills and leaders
drove thom around the clock,

Many soldiers faced the additional
challenge of learning to work with new
faces, Fotce reductions in Burope and
others factors combined 10 lead planners
1o assemble complete divisions from
battalions and brigades from throughout
the United States and Germany.

Corpa-level combat support and setvice
supportunits also carricd a mix of active
and Reserve component units under a
single headguartets, For example, MPs
from three active brigade and two Reserve
component battalions deployed under
the corps’ own 14th MP Brigade
headquarters. The 2nd Corps Support
Command swelled from i1s peacetime
strength of nearly 8,000 0 more than
25,000.

Jayhawk 3
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HE UT1 CORPS BASE

NR. 769

Se84

Troop arrivals jumped from a trickle
to & flood as December ticked away.
Mote than 1,000 troops from V11 Corps’
inactivating 1st Infantry Division
(Forward) deployed a5 a port support
activity roceiving soldiers and equipment
off planes and ships. Thoy sweated
through providing shelter for 2 population
that soon reached 30,000 and moved
units out 10 the dosert 10 make way for
later arrivals.

Life in the port

Deploying VIT Corps soldiess flew into
aitports near the ports of Al Jubayl and
Dammam. They stayed in warchouses
and 1cnt cities while waiting for their
ships 10 come in, On arrival, they palnted
combat vehicles a light tan (o match the
monotonous hues of the barren descrt,

Deployment from Gormany 10 Saudi
Arabia was a monumental new challonge
for V1] Corps. The move (o alr and sca
ports from Germanyalone involved 465
irains, 312 barges and 119 convoys. All
told, the Jayhawk Corps needed 578
ajrerafi and 140 ships to complete the
strategicmove, Inadditiontomoreihan
100,000 active Army soldlers, VII Corps
also eventually commanded 23,000 Army
National Guard and Resetve personnel,
and 24,000 British soldiers.

By mid-Junuary tens of thousands of
soldiers had married up with their
cquipment. The next step saw tanks,
artillery and other “tracks” loaded on
heavy equiprient 1ransports, with soldfers
and baggage following in buses for the
300-plus mile convoy 1o VII Corps desert
assembly arcas, The long trip along
‘Tapline Road intraduced (roops 10 the
desert.

The deployment gave soldiers the
chance 10 put long years of {raining 10
use and pick up new skills, t0o, Two
brigades of tankers of the 1st Infantry
Division from Fort Riley, Kan. turnedin
ther 105mm-cquipped Abrams M1 tanks
for the 120mm-gunned M1A1 version,
Amerfcan soldiers put new German-bullt
“Rox” chemicalsreconnaissance vehicles
through their paces, Hundreds of drivers
turned in used tactical vehicles for brand-
new ‘Humvees” more capable of handling
tho harsh desert conditions.

Soldicrs sharpened their weapons skills
at firing ranges throughout the desert,
Othier soldiers straight from the AIT
gunnery ranges of Fort 8l fired more
practioe rounds in the woeks before battle
than they would in a year of training at
Grafenwoehr,

Aviators, guarding their helicoplors
from the harsh climate, nonctheless flew
combat formations flying and firing
everything from vockets to Hellfire
misslles. Infantrymen, more accustomed
10 firlng their weapons than most, found
endiess chances 10 fire, use demo and
teat up targets with their Bradleys' 25mm
chain guns,

Planning for the future

But, while the soldlers welcomed the
new equiptnent and live-fire exercises,
they had yet (o come to grips with the
human side of going 10 war. Many NCOs
and officers had combat expetience in
Vietnam, Grenada or Panama,  They
used thelr experience gained under firc
1o come up with training that allowed
thelr charges the best chance 10 make it
through the imminent war with the fewest
casualties.

Boai

The Jan, 17 start of the air war sent a
signal 10 the world in general, ahd Saddam
Hussein in particular, that the United
States and her coalltion pariners meant
business. 1t also told soldiers that their
time for battle was that much nearer,
While the world hoped the massive air
campalgn would bring Husseln to his
senses end he would pull ot from Kuwait,
corps soldlers continued to train and
assemble combat power,

SCUD attacks begin

As Jraq responded to 113 ioss of control
of iis airspace with SCUD missile attacks
on civilians, soldiets donned chemical
protective clothing and filled sandbags

4 Jayhawk
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10 build bunkers. They wailed and
continued 10 train in thelr assembly arcas
while their leaders refined the final tactics
for the battle plan,

As the afr war continued, leaders and
plannors finc-tuned the scheme of
manecuvet and prepared their units for
the upcoming batile. Following their
stralegic bombing of command centets
and manufacturing facilities, coalition
air forcos concentrated on Iraqi troop
E)sitions and armor concentrations which

riher weakened the enemy’s resolve.
"This saved countless iives when the ground
war began.

In carly February, the corps’
deployment had nearly ended. In addition
to welcoming the continuing flow of
soldiers new to Saudi Arabia, the corps
secretly took the British 15t Armoured |
Division and the 1st Cavalry Division®
under its tactical umbrelia, The British;
pulled out of the secior they held In]
cagiern Saudi Arabis and headed west,
The 1st Cav, continucd the defense 0(1
the Wadi Al Batin arca north of the city
of Hafar Al Batin, a mission they had
since Januaty. This began what would

Division and Corps Artillety units had
the job of making this deception crodible,
['To ensure the deception worked, VII
' Corps waited until only days before the
' boginning of the ground offensive before
rapidly shifting its divisions yot another
60 to 160 kilometers farther west to
forward assembly arcas, During the move
thoy used the same battie formations
they would use during the actual attack.
Slowly, under the cover of the 15t Cav,,
the corps’ positioning for the battle began
1o take shape.

Cross-border raids
Inthe middie of February, the 15t Cav.,

SBAs

swift supccess, The valuable lessons learned
from these atiacks were shared
throughout the corps.

After_the corps moved to forward
assembly areas, the 1st Infantry Division

“Traids west of the 18t Cav. area.

lrag was willing to withdraw
unconditionatly from Kuwait--provided
the coalition granted certain conditions,
This “cruel hoax,” as President Bush
called it, touched off a round of talks
between Iragl, Soviet and United Natlons
leadership; talks which most Americans
realized hald no promise for & peaceful
end 1o the Gulf crisis. Most VII Corps
soldicrs knew their turn was coming,
Then on Feb, 23 the United States
issucd Hussein an ultimatum--begin 10

oF Tace a ground attack. Asthedeadline
ticked away, VII Corps soldiers headed
for the border, poised to finally attack.
Saddam Hussein's “Mother of All Baules”
moved towards the stage.

Setting the stage

By now, the corps was in position,
ready for actioh. The 1st Cav. began
 conductinga series of artillery raids and
feints on the right, pinning down four
Iraqidivistons, The 15t 1D, in the centet,
moved toward its first-day objective--
clearing & path 10 the main Iragi defenses
10 miles north of the eight-fool dirt
berm marking the Saudi Arabia-lrag
bordet, Ontheleft, the2nd ACR, which

| T1ie day bofore, prepared 10 strike north
|  and cast, searching

‘began its own seties of probes and artillery [~
“~On Feb, 15, Baghdad Radio announced \

f already Tiad swept 30 kilometers norih [\

for cnemy forces. |

Che attack nel
in depth. The ¢nemy had

T The Tront, backed up by two lovels of

“bogan a series of cross-border Taids, and

-wir and artillery attacks noar the point
where iraq, Kuwaltl and Saudi Arabla

main QJeCIIves.

. caltacksaccomplished three

armored reserves. The Iragh 7th Corps
Jaced V11 Corps' eastern sector with four
infantry_divisions on line backed by a
kingle armored division,

—ekperience  liring  under a1
“conditions. The V11 Corps Artillery was
able to spread (he combal experience (o
many soldiers by rotating units through
the area,

become known as the battle of Rugi

Pocket.
The VII Corps battie plan was 1o

defenses in western Kuwail by crossing

\!hmugh the wadl. The 1st Cavalry

into southern Irag far west of the Wadi | : ) 1CC CXp
Al Batin, Critical 10 the plan was making | @ ciiance tGdeveiop their own p
Iragl forces believe the corps would attack | Iragtintentionsandmorale, Th

Teenier on (e Wadl al Baiin, tﬁé'y"""
Ghirenciied B rumbet of thielr infanyy 1
envelop the more formidable Iraqi]aRu &TMOT GIviSions o the border of

Second, since the attacks gave the lragls
[ the impression that a ground attack would”

‘made up of two more regulat armotred

in) TWo mote]
~ (Uinfantry divisions ad dug In further wost,

] - g PO PR s it 4.4
R, artillery soldiers gained vatuable )| Next in depilicame the Jihad Corps/|™

divisions._Further north the Republican |
Guard waited In reseyve, The main thrust

Bf the Vi Corps offensive aimed at
desiroying those supposedly elite

_formations, the Best I the Iragl army.

Surprised enemy '

The Iraqis were not capable of meeting
amodern armyable tomancuverrapidly

Trag and Kuwall,
| Finally,corpasintelligence cxperts had

clure of

‘and attack them in depth. Many Iraqis
‘threw down thelr arms a5 500N &8 there
was ground combat, but others stayed

s huiita
s6nse 6f confidence In (hé ¢liances for &

and fought. Theintense airand artillery
ubombaramem lefi Iragl communications
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in shambles, and air strikes made it difficult

for Iragi reserves to reach the battle, By

thestart of the Feb. 24 ground offensive,™
{visio

had -
seen sevare attrition. Theirmechanized
and armored formations proved stronger:—\lautic The aitack With only two-houts

nothing but daylight, sweeping through
The desert from 1Eelr"n‘anl£)”““mpos oft, ]

drove cven deeper behind Iraqi lines,
[~ As events unfolded, it became appatent

the

' THe batlie teporis were so favorable,
At 'E““L T pJn (he %’II Corps conimanader

firced to speed up the timetable an

emoralized enemy,

‘ﬂT_LII ‘ The 1st Caval
[Division had four enemy divisions pinned

Day 1

.1 The first day's action began as a limited '
attack o {ix enemy forces and find their

"weakniesses. Tt turned into a day full of |

I565-= them good,

§__The 75t Cay. speni the first day on the

i

+ The Big Red One rolled through the
herm toward the 26th Infantsy Division.
Before the war, the 1st 1D had plows
installed on the front of its Abrams tanks
10 clear paths througl enemy mincfiolds.

: ecling slow going into the tecth ofa
%Fée‘dam, the division found the

enemy hadn't placed any mines forward
- of its yaTn defense jine.

\ Further west, the 2nd ACR found {

extreme ri%hl flank continuing 18 sé¥ics |
of raids, The moves kepl Iragf ormﬂ
Jpinned near the bordet, unable ic”

reinforce the hard-hit unfs o the wes,

otice, Corps Issucd The order and the |
“1st and 3rd F\Dﬁ 5 followed 2nd ACR into™

i place near the frag-Kuwail border,
Furthier west, the 15t I% dyove Iis atteck

|

corps had succeeded in ftg |
\ aece—d%‘rmﬁmfm;g"nm%d' Al

Tank going through berm

g
i

Ttaq a1 3 p.m, The cavalry, meanwhile [TRFGUh 1faqi infantry defenses while
1 ]

6  Jayhawk
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2nd ACR had light contact and increasing
numbers of POWs. Saddam Hussein
had fallen into a trap from which he
never recovered.

Feb. 25 dawned on a corps in motion,
First ID continued toclear the enemy 10
jts front. The 1st (UK) AD moved up,
ready 10 pass through and attack the
Iraqi’s reserves to the east, As the day
wore on, the 1st ID destroyed the Iragi
261h Infantty Division's frontline brigades.
Tutning oast, it struck into the flank of
the Iragi 48th Infantry Division. They
cxpanded the breach as planned, then
passed the 1st (UK) AD who turned cast
at noon to attack the 52nd Armored
Division.

- n the west, the 20d ACR continued |
moving, shiftingeast to allow the IsTAD
10 pask 16 (he west,” Around ngom, (e )

|4 .
‘alierwards, Uie 15t A, operating on the
far lefi, and the ﬁ now placed

“cavalty came into contact paris of

rmored Division, Shorty

Fheiween the cavalry and ils ssler armored |
"d{vision, struck dug-a infaniry from (he'

using tactical alr support and Apache
attack helicopiers, a reinforced infantry

"26Th Infuntry Division, Both divisionel.
| 0TIcd over Tfie opposition quickly and \

" Laicr (hat day, tho Ist AD engaped,

Bradiey

8  Jayhawk
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brigade dug in around an Iraqi Jogistics

conter near the small town of Al Busayyah,

The 181 AD continued attacks during
the night with artiflery and then attacked
and destroyed the ecnemy log center early
the next day.

The 3rd AD and 2nd ACR continued
to push a running battle with isolated
Tragi uniis as they headed east into the
night. Rain and sandstorms rolled in
late in the day and through the night,
That evening the corps shifted the attack
east, deviating from the orj
W, in anticipation of a
massed thfee=givision attack against the
Republican Guand,

Lt / Day3 AR

Astheoffensive intensified, sodid the

L) Y-

wenthet, Stiff breezes on the 25th turned
{nto a raging sandstorin as dawn ttled 1o
break over the deserdt,

On the right, the British continued
their relentless attack cast, Reinforced

Formation through desert

the three-division attack, Guards, Openingfircatranges lessthan
“The 2nd ACR tomtinued 1o put units {GOOTGICH, the cav iroopers blasted away
from the 12th Armored Division out of * at Irag} tanks, armored personnel carriers
action throughout the morning while it | and arlery, calling for artillery fire and

walkana Division { alerting the corps that the decisive batile

ly for the nexi 38

‘ hours,
 The next few hours developed into'a At 9:45 p.m,, 11th Aviatjon Brigade i
( Apache helicopters joined the batlle

attles, “Cav” troopers found themselves | launching the first of two night-time J
{acing mouniing odds. They smacked | deep atlacks against enemy foross moving i

.

by VII Corps Artillery units, the 1st (UK) linto the Republican Guards repositioning { west 1o | oin the fight. The 181 ID made

smashed the enemy 1o its front as it

moved east into the flank and behi
Traqlini; divisions along the bordet,

and cigging in across their front and,| a night passage of lines with the 2nd
begantheB {He T Thefr | ACR and attacked between the British, f
{hormar imaging systems gave them an| still fighing in the south, and the 3td

i
canwhile corps ordered the TsTTATBALtY  edgeover the Iraq) gunnerstheyfacedin| AD, now heavily engaged against the} i

Division 10 leave a battalion 1ask force  (he murky weather. m&mw TAw ¢

in the breach and move the division to

the northeast 10 join 1stand 3rd ADs in | squadron literally ran into the Tawatkana | Division rushed forward to join the four-|

cor%s
Around 6:20 p.., the 3rd AD's cavalry _!g;_t_lmm_bnundaty. {lie_1st_Armor.
I

SRS | B P
lf [ B AL SN !
Notes:
0800 hrs.
- 2400 hrs.

@
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aels up dafense

13

Remnants, 12th
iranyl Armot Div,
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Btad passing POWs

division nightattack formingagainstithe

[ater put i, “1 stood and looked to the)

their equipment and desiroying thelr

st and as far as I could see were tan

Ropublican Guard, Meanwhile corps
ordered the Tt Cavalry Division released

and moft tanks--1anks everywhere,”

ftom theater reserve in mid-morning,
moving them through the breach more
than 250 kilometersto take up positions
near 18t AD and preparc 10 attack cusi.

By dawn Fcb, 27, the corps atlack

E

po

On the right flank, the Britidh fikighed
offthecnemy 52nd Armotred Diviston, It
infantry divisions sill hiddling in their
gitions which faced the wrong way. 1T |
then begen an atlack casToward Highway
8, just north of Kuwait City.

L

[ gaincd momentum and was well on {ts

way to completing  thé sysiemaiic

brigades from the Iragi 12th Armored

ction of many of Iraq's armored

for om the Irag-Saud

of the cor iln AW
_the four-division assauf carticd casiwa

throughoui the day. As onelragi POW  of the 12th Armored position, abandoning  the division encountéred

Division, Division elements pushoed on,

rabia | also aiming for the main highway running
borderin thesouth (o the northern edge * north and south from Kuwait City to the
pssector 150 kilometers away, southern Iraqi city of Basrah, The lragi

division Ay cas!

Tusk artwork

P

<o,

he 15t ID, next in line, overtan two [

Bunkers, Later im tie day, elements of

The 3td AD,

bastle, the division's own and one from
the 11th Aviation Brigade.
Meanwhile,
castward and, {FGSE Tromr THeIF battle at
Al Busuyyah, attacked through the right-
flank brigade of 1he Tawalkana divislon

and a brigade from the Republican
Guard’s Adnan_Infantty glvision
northeast of the 3rd AD battle, When
the Madinah Armorcd

another Republican Guard fofmation),
it destroyed (hem in a series of sharp

The r i blican

oreas, VI Corps’ prime targed, streatied

1Zx7.8¢cm

‘Trorihward in full retreat in the face of a
double envelopment VIT Corps had begun
rihand |

carlierwith 1st Cavalry inthe

'Ll'stl as (he §outhern arm.

the Big Red One cut the Basrah-Kuwait \
City highwayand began attacking north, |

 crumbling Tawal Division, ¢,
all o ‘Two atiack helicopier
\battalions lent their firepower to the

181 AD soldiets rushed |

uard i

=<

o

Do o |

g

24 /Day5/ ¢ + ™

The corps pushed on, with the 1st
Cavalry Division now following the 1st
AD in the north and the 2nd ACR backing
the 181 1D {n the center.

neured, Corps forcos destroyed Iragi
bunkers, dug out the last stubborn
defenders and bogan herding masses of

10 Jayhawk

'E?M&L
within hours of closing the pincers ofits
double envelopment as the cease fire
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POWs toward the rear. The corps
continued to attack esst and northeast -
until the cease firc at 8 a.m. Euphrates Notes:
The aftermath 0001 tirs,
XVl 0800 h
The VI Corps altack overcame tough MK . 8
logistics challenges while covering mote Vil
than 150 miles. In Yittle more than 90
nours, corpssoldiers smashed |heirlra1:1i o y /;J
foe. During the fight and afierward the |
corps captured or destroyed 1,981 tanks, 1@ '@ \ 11@ [” P2
1,938 armored personnel carriers, 713 — ! e o "
artiliory pleces and 658 sir defonse systoms, N — 1-1

Indoingso, the corps bugged more than
22,000 prisoners, Most important, tho
corps achieved what it set out 1o do 112
days earlier, lHberatc Kuwait,
Intetrogations of Iraql prisoners of

L R

B g

General
withdrawal
bapins

108 ]
war demonstrated the respect VI Corps
carned [rom its foe, Dn(}& Iraqi general , )fz)g% ‘@ //7
commented that “You atlacked us with Iraq Elements, 1at
thesame NATO forco that was designed ! Kuwalt Clty ID(M) reach
to attack the Wassaw Pact..and the entire I \ N-8 Highway
earth shook,” Kuwait
' hc“l’h"? dl:fc intensive air war softencd AR S
{he Iraql defenscs, the ground war brougit Qﬁ[ 5
Saddam Hussoin's gian of lm‘rm'gin 2 1--- —_— N-5 Highway
| Kuwall 10 an end. Throughout the country Eeb. 28 .
Kuwaitls rushed to groet and thank thelr Saudi Arabia Unit boundaries
| Wberators. The Jayhawk Corps had
completed its immediate mission, and
v Soutled in to wait for a formal cease fite
=} tohegin,
Jeyhawk 11
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in shamblcs, and air strikes made it dificlt nothing but daylight, sweeping through  drove cven deeper behind Iraqi lines,
for Iragi reserves to reach the battle, By the desert from their flank position, As cvents unfolded, it became apparent

thestart of the Feb. 24 ground offensive,  The battle reports were so favorable, the corps had succeeded in g
most Iragl line in at 1 pm. the VII Corps commander deception.™ ay’s aitack meta

most Iragl line infentry divisions had
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2nd ACR had light contact and increasing
numbers of POWs. Saddam Husseln
had fallen into a trap from which he
never recovered.

Feb. 25 dawned on a corps in motion,
First 1D continued toclear the enemy (0
its front. The 1st (UK) AD moved up,
ready 1o pass through and attack the




smashed the enemy 1o its front as il and digging in across their front and, a night passage of lines with the 2nd

moved cast into the flank ang beh began the Battleof the 73 Easting. Thelr  ACR and atlacked between the British,

%&.‘Lﬂl‘ﬂ—“—mﬂw&_}?ﬁ?@n thermal Tmaging systems gave them an  still fighting in the south, and the3rd -
canwhile corps ordered the 167 Infantry - edge over the Jraqi gunners theyfacedin - AD, now heavily enpaged against the .
Division 1o leave s battalion task force  the murky weather. cpublican QGuard, e corps’
in the breach and move the division 1o Around 6:20 p.m., the 3rd AD's cavalry northern boundaty, the 1st Armored
the northeast 10 join 1stand 3rd ADs in  squadron literally ran into the Tawalkang Division rushed forward o join the fout-
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POWs toward the rcar. The corps
continued 1o attack cast and northeast
until the cease firc at 8 a.m,

'The aftermath

The VI Corps attack overcame tough
logistics challenges while covering more
than 150 miles. In Hitle more than 90
hours, corps soldiers smashed their Iraqi
foe. During the fight and afterward the
corps captured or destroyed 1,981 tanks,
1,938 armored personnel carriers, 713
artiliory pleces and 658 air defense systems,
In doing 50, the corps bagged more than
22,000 prisoners. Most important, the
corps achicved what it set out 10 do 112
days catlier, liberatc Kuwait.

Interrogations of Iraqi prisoners of
wat demonsirated the respect VII Corps
carned from its foe. Onc Iragi general
commented that *“You attacked us with
thesame NATO force that was designed
1o attack the Warsaw Pact...and the entire
earth shook.”

While the intensive air war softened
the Iragi defenses, the ground war brought
Saddam Hussein's reign of terror in
Kuwait 10 an end. Throughout the countty
Kuwaltis rushed to greet and thank thely
liberators. The Jayhawk Corps had
tompleted i1 immediate mission, and

scitied in to wait for a for :
0 begin, it for a formal cease fire
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